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It’s my first year since graduation. This also marked my
first year at work. Work and studies are similar. Both

have tasks which need to be completed by the end of
the day. But they also have their own unique experiences.
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| remember how | left my parents’ supervision when |



went to university and quickly became obsessed with
gaming. | would spend the entire day sitting in front of
the computer playing, not even bothering with my meals.
Later, | didn’t even go to class. Gaming was more
important than anything at the time. | was totally hooked
on it; it was the centre of my life. | would think about it
when | walked around, when | ate, and when | slept. |
would even do my homework and play games at the
same time. | knew that | shouldn’t be wasting my time
like this. There was a struggle in my heart. But every time
| wanted to stop playing and free myself from the control
of computer games, there would be a new update and
new events introduced, and | would be pulled in once
again. My days would be wasted, day after day.
Gradually, the sense of satisfaction and success from
gaming totally ruled my life.
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Then one day, | lifted up my head to see a Bible verse |
once stuck on the wall next to my computer: ‘You will
pray to Him, and He will hear you; And you will pay your

vows.” All the grace God gave me in the past, big and
small, suddenly came to mind. Then | also reflected on



my futile state at the time. Feeling ashamed and regretful,
| started to pray to God to help me break from the
bondage of gaming, to give me power to overcome the
temptation of these games.
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It was a very amazing experience. Although | went to
church from young, it was the first time | seriously
pondered on the meaning of life, about the connection
between the God | knew and my everyday life. From
these reflections, | started to have a broader
understanding of life and a pursuit to the meaning of life.
| knew that playing computer all day really let down God
and those who loved me. | determined no longer to play

so much. Gradually, my heart wasn’t thinking of
computer games all the time. By God’s grace, | won this



battle against temptation. The lightness in my heart, the
freedom and joy — God’s promise of abundant life, you
can’t compare the short-lived excitement from playing
computer games with it.

P R, FREEZ2e—F T, 57 IE a7
—LN, XY, 22/ EAHERA . BERRE
N, AT LA TG BB INERE , T ORRIEIARK

WRET R L. MK ARG ARG MR, 6
Z Bl H E OB 0E T, BYEELR T Xk, et
B, BN R H bR 5 B H ok 2 e e O R
M A e ZR A8 ST AT O . SRR ATT [ 2

Time flies and it is already a year after graduation. | have
a job and an income, and with money comes some
temptation. There are thoughts of accumulating more
wealth, which would not only bring a more comfortable
lifestyle, but also a sense of security in face of an
unknown future. The thought of my savings increasing
would float into my mind. | could sense my heart was
attracted to the idea. Was gaining the world going to
become my goal? Was | going to use money to comfort
my heart? And was riches going to slowly take up my
heart and determine my life direction ahead?
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One night, | lifted my head and looked at the numerous
stars in the sky. As | gazed at one bright star, it suddenly
came to mind how the light of the star emerged from the
depth of a faraway unreachable galaxy, and travelled a
long time to the earth, appearing unfailingly at its position
in the night sky. As | looked across the night sky, each
shining dot looked as small as the specks of dust on a
tablecloth. But in reality, almost all the shining specks are
stars as great as the sun, thousands and millions times
greater than the planet earth. The things on the surface
of the world appear pretty big in front of our eyes, but are
in reality incomparable to the smallest star. God used the
stars in the sky to tell me something: What appears so
precious before man’s eyes - riches, materialistic things,
the short-term joy, excitement and sense of security — all
which we strive so hard for are in fact unmatchable to the
abundant life God promised mankind.
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When | thought back of how computer games once stole
away my heart, and how God brought me out of bondage
from the temptation, allowing me to experience this
unparalleled joy and freedom, my heart was more
determined this time in face of the attraction of money. |
knew that the riches of the world cannot be compared to
the Creator’'s promises to me. God’s promise to
Abraham also came into my mind. That promise was also
about stars, about his descendants being more
numerous than the stars in the sky, the sand by the sea
(Gen. 22:17). God kept His promise.

A2 RN R,
P oufthzeid il Ls, DA ds
XJE LM VFGARLE Z A2 AT

(FEF 1:12 FIE7)

Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once



he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life,
which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
(James 1:12, NASB)
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With God’s encouragement under the night sky, |
decided to let go of my preoccupation with money,
overcoming the temptation of riches. At the same time,
God also encouraged me to look forward to each day of
work, and to be more diligent at the workplace, but this
was not to earn more perishable money, but to bring
glory to my Heavenly Father who freed me from the
temptation of riches.
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Dispersing the illusion of desires and temptations, we will
see the promises God has prepared for us. They’re like
the numerous stars in the sky, unfailing, and like the
bright specks in the sky, greater than anything on the
earth.
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